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Dear Parents and Carers,
As we reach the end of our first week back, I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you for your support and to share what has been an incredibly positive start to the new school year.

It has been wonderful to welcome all our children back to school. The atmosphere across the school has been calm, purposeful and full of enthusiasm for learning. I have been particularly impressed with our new Year 5 children, who have settled exceptionally well into their new classes and routines. They have shown great maturity, positivity and a willingness to embrace the opportunities that lie ahead.

This year, we will continue to promote and celebrate our GEMS Values, which are at the heart of everything we do:

· Respect – treating ourselves, others and our environment with kindness and consideration.

· Resilience – persevering when things are difficult and not giving up when faced with challenges.

· Relationships – building positive connections with others through teamwork, trust and kindness.

· Reflectiveness – thinking carefully about our actions, learning from experiences and striving to improve.

· Resourcefulness – using initiative, creativity and problem-solving skills to overcome obstacles.

These values help our children to become confident, successful learners and responsible members of our school community. Throughout the year, staff will be regularly recognising and rewarding children who demonstrate these important qualities.

PE Lessons

A reminder that children should come to school wearing their full PE kit on their allocated PE day. This helps to maximise learning time and ensures that children are prepared to participate fully in lessons. Children should continue to wear their normal school uniform and change in their games kit for Games lessons. Children are allowed to wear plain dark tracksuit bottoms and can either wear their school jumper or Games top when the weather is cold.  The PE timetable is below.
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	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	P1
	
	
	7ET
	6NG
	8MB

	P2
	5NSK
	5TR
	7HT
	
	

	P3
	7KH
	6NS
	8MW
	5KR
	7RCO

	P4
	
	8KJ
	
	7RCH
	

	P5
	6LW
	5SC / 8KS
	8HC
	6ER
	


School Transport

I would also like to apologise for the difficulties experienced with the school buses during the first week of term. We understand the frustration and inconvenience this has caused for families. Go North East have apologised for the issues relating to the collection of children and have assured us that they are working to address the problems. School staff will continue to monitor the situation closely next week, and we are hopeful that these issues will be resolved as quickly as possible.

Parking around school

We would also like to remind parents and carers to be considerate when dropping off and collecting children from school. Please avoid parking on the streets immediately surrounding the school. Local councillors have expressed concerns regarding road safety at the start and end of the school day and are working closely with schools to help alleviate these issues.

Where possible, we encourage parents to make use of the Asda car park and walk the short distance to school. If you choose to do so, please ensure that you are mindful of any parking restrictions and time limits that may apply. By working together, we can help to keep our children, families and local residents safe.

Medical Information

We emailed earlier in the week to remind parents to update any medical information and bring in medication. Please complete these forms as soon as possible and if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Mobile Phones

Children are allowed to bring mobile phones to school, however our policy states that phones must be switched off at the school gates and stored in school bags and kept in the children’s lockers. We do not allow smartphones. Xplora watches are allowed, if they are in school mode.

Important Dates for Your Diary

Please make a note of the following upcoming events:

Wednesday 16th September – Y5 Parents Meeting 5:30-6:30 – more details to follow

Saturday 19th – Friday 25th September – Y8 Residential to Arran

Monday 28th September – School photos

14th – 21st October – School Book Fair

Friday 23rd October – Staff Training Day

Monday 26th – Friday 30th October - Half term

Thank you once again for your continued support. We are looking forward to a fantastic year ahead and to working together to ensure that every child has the opportunity to grow, learn and succeed.

Kind regards,
Nick Adcock
Headteacher


