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July 2026
Message from the Chair 
As another school year draws to a close, we look back on the achievements of all our schools. Our schools continue to provide a wonderful happy environment for all our children to thrive in, as well as providing an excellent standard of education. I would like to thank all our families for their support of our schools. Good education is about a partnership that builds and develops in strength as our children grow and flourish on their education journey. We couldn’t do it without you, thank you.

The start of the school year saw the launch of a new Ofsted framework and new report format. The new report is more like a report card. School leaders have been getting to grips with the new requirements as well as how Ofsted gathers the evidence upon which they base their judgements.

Two of our school were visited by Ofsted this year. Congratulations to Dinnington First School on their successful Ofsted report. We are still waiting for the report from Grange First School, who were inspected right at the end of this term and in the middle of a heat wave.
Exciting times for Regent Farm First School as their new build is completed. We all share their anticipation and excitement as they prepare for their big move from their old school to the state-of-the-art new school. I’m sure it will make a huge difference to everyone.  

As is often the case at this time we say farewell to two head teachers who have served their communities with dedication and commitment. Thank you to Mrs Armstrong from Brunton First School and Mr Stout from Gosforth East Middle School. We wish them a happy and healthy retirement, and we hope that they will enjoy their well deserved rest. We congratulate Mrs Appleby and Mr Adcock who succeed them.
We have so much to celebrate and shout about in our family of schools. The GST are so very grateful for the leadership of our schools during this school year and for all the hard work that the head teachers and the staff have done, often going above and beyond to support our children and families.
I hope you are all able to enjoy time with family and friends over the summer break especially in this glorious weather. I look forward to working with you all in the next school year.

Karen Elliott

Chair of GST
