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Healthy School





15th September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Re: National Year of Reading – Encouraging a Love of Reading ‘The UK Department for Education and the National Literacy Trust are spearheading the National Year of Reading 2026, a campaign to combat declining reading enjoyment among children and young people.’

The goal is to foster a genuine love of reading in children, helping them to build strong literacy skills, expand their imaginations, and develop into lifelong readers.

As part of our school's involvement, we are continuing the following reading expectation for all pupils:

· Read at least four times per week, for a minimum of 15 minutes each time.

Parents/carers should sign or initial planners to state that this has taken place (e.g. Read 15 mins AB). For each entry a star will be given and form teachers will record pupils’ reading on a chart. At the end of each half term, children who have achieved the required amount with get house points to that value. House points can be used to purchase special events and activities.

English Reading Journal Homework

To support reading for pleasure (as well as grammar, punctuation and spelling homework) your child will keep a reading journal for homework this term. They are expected reflect on what they’ve read, and note down any thoughts, questions, or favourite moments. They have been given a list of suggested activities to choose from to think more deeply about their reading and give us insight into their engagement and progress.

We encourage you to support your child by:

· helping them find books they enjoy

· encouraging them to read texts suitable for their age and reading level

· discussing what they’re reading

· setting aside quiet time for reading at home

· reminding them to complete their journal

Children will be given a small exercise book to record their reading journal, or you may wish to purchase a small notebook or scrapbook for your child. Your child has been shown some examples of previous journals in class.

Thank you for your continued support in making reading a priority in your child’s life. If you have any questions, or would like suggestions for age-appropriate books, please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Let’s work together to make reading an exciting and enriching experience for every child.

 

Christina Collister

Head of English
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