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Welcome to Summer 1 

Our Favourite Things About GEMS: 

“The way people work together and the sense of community at GEMS” 

Mrs Robson 

“How you get to do Food Tech and the food is really good. It’s better 

than first school. The teachers are really nice.” Rosey 

 “Right now, my favourite part of the school day is reading by the pond 

with pupils!” Miss McFall 

“ I like Cassie and my favourite thing is sitting outside and eating my 

packed lunch in the sun. We couldn’t do that in first school!” Lola 

Lunch and PE. At the moment we are playing pickleball.                               

We just finished American football and basketball. Luke R and George 

W Y6 

Interviewed by Ayomi 

I am proud of how well I’ve being doing in school. 

Alex I 
 

I won four gold medals in the swimming                                

                    competition! Zoe M 
 

I ate asparagus. I normally don’t eat it. I still 

don’t like it but I am proud of myself for giving it a try! Toby R 
 

I’m proud of myself all the time. I’m proud that I am an actor, even 

though I’ve was told that I couldn’t be. Mr Hodgson 
 

I am proud that I did SATS. They were easier than I thought they’d be. 

Luke R 



It is a very exciting           

moment—the dates for 

FROZEN auditions are       

finally revealed!!!!! 

‘We can better than a can canner 
can can a can’ organised a rugby 
tournament on the school field for 
Year 8 Girls in the last week of 
term. The group last sold items at 
the Moana production, and from 
profit, have managed to make 
brand new hoodies! They sold their 
T-shirts, new hoodies and tote bags 
to the participants at the tourna-
ment. Members of the key group 
are:  Alice O, Rose S,     Annabelle N, 
Amelie G, Sophie D, Heidi C and 
Freya B.  

Year 5 3rd June—afternoon                       Year 6  4th June—morning 

Year 7 3rd June—morning 

By Rosey 

Key Group  



GEMS Easter Egg Competition  

The most topical/Easter                  
1st Place -  Sammy R Y5- Newcastle 
Football bus 2nd Place - Henry T Y5 - 
Dan Burn's header 3rd Place - Naomi 
V Y6 - OPAL  

The funniest                                                                            
1st Place - Izzie L Y5 - Eggs Factor 
2nd Place - Alfie S Y5 - Wallace & Gro-
mit 3rd Place - Holly M Y6 - Shaun the 
sheep  

The most detailed                                                                  
1st Place - Toby Y6 - element 2nd Place - 
Sophia Bull Y5  - Footballers on the bus 
3rd Place - Amy Bell Y5 - Tom and Jerry  

The Easter Egg Competition was organised by GEMS School Council 

who were also tasked with deciding on winners in each category! 

The most creative/original                                                      
1st Place - Lucy W Y6 - The house from   
'UP' 2nd Place - Oscar J Y6 - Darts Arena 
3rd Place - Megan W Y6 - Wedding  

                         Easter Raffle 

School Council also organised an egg-citing raffle! 

Our Lucky Winners:  

1st Place - Milai 5KR  

2nd Place - Rosa 5CF  

3rd Place - Lucy 5SC  



Year 7 pupils visited the Lit and 
Phil in town to attend a Little In-
ventors workshop!             

Their challenge was to look into how 
we can improve the city for it’s        
inhabitants . Pupils were given were 

given complete   
creative reign—wild 
and wacky              
inventions were    
encouraged! 

“Inventors of the past have come 
up with some hilarious and down 
right bonkers ideas for things that 
use tracks, from zoos to hand-
powered bikes and everything in 
between… Now it’s your turn!” 
Little Inventors 



Once pupils had planned 
their inventions with clear, 
detailed and annotated il-
lustrations, they were able 
to move onto the next ex-
citing step—making mini 
cardboard versions of their 
inventions!  

“Congratulations to all children 
who took part in the Lit & Phil 
Invention Challenge 2025, Help 

our Wildlife. We were very im-
pressed with the breadth and 
depth of ideas in the room, as 
well as the creative thinking, 
drawing and making skills of the 
young people.” Little Inventors 
Team. 

The Little Inventors team 
expressed the im-

portance of collaboration 
when coming up with 

new ideas. 

Some very brave pupils 
shared their inventions 
with the group.  



Ivy’s Traffic Tunnel 2000! will be 
brought to life by makers Chloe Ro-
dham and Mark Rogerson who will 
create a model of the idea. The run-
ners-up invention drawings will be 
displayed at the Lit & Phil.  

Congratulations! There will be an Inventors’ Library Takeover on Sat-
urday 12th July at the Lit & Phil to celebrate the launch of the exhibi-
tion, and invite the winner and runners-up to join us at 11am to re-

ceive their certificate and prizes!  



Mufasa was full of plot twists a it was really full of culture it reminded me 

of my culture and makes me feel all sorts of It is very emotional - I felt happy, sad and an-

gry. My rating is 5 stars it was soooooooo good definitely recommend :). By Ayomi 

Mufasa is an amazing movie! I watched with my Mum, my Dad and my sister, Cora. It ’s 
about a young lion called Mufasa who loses his parents in a terrible flood. He floats on 
a piece of bark down the river and meets another lion cub 
called Taca. Everything seems fine until the white lions ar-

rive. Taca and Mufasa run and try to get to a beautiful 
place called meleile. On the way the meet a baboon called 
Rafiki, a bird called Zazoo and a female lion called Sarabi. 
Taca has abig crush on Sarabi but Sarabi and Mufasa fancy 

eachother. That’s when things get rough… 

By Eva L  

Drama Club—Movie Recommendation 

Reading Recommendations 
When Birdie leaves the children’s home she grew up in and moves 

to the countryside, it’s clear she’s different but everything changes 

when she finds a pony in the old coal mines. I loved everything 

about this book! Birdie is a great character, she's like a real person! 

Some of the language is a bit hard to understand, although I found 

it ok. FIVE STARS! Lily Y7 

This amazing book is by Natasha Farrant, a very talented author. 

There are two main characters called Skylar and Yakov. They struggle 

but always get through in the end. I liked how the author phrased 

certain things and she was so descriptive. I also liked how the charac-

ters had emotional backgrounds because it makes it more inter-

esting. It is such a good book. Sophie C 

It’s war time and Tarn’s brother is missing but a mysterious person 

is doing good deeds. I enjoy people doing good stuff for other    

people. I wish the book could have been longer!  



It was nice to sit outside because you could feel the warmth of the 
sun and feel the fresh air. Lucy M y5 

Outdoor Reading 

This half term has 
been super sunny! 
For cosy club and 
lunch times, pupils 
have been sitting 
outside to read by 
the pond. They 
take blankets, the 
pop up tent and 
even bean bags. 

ONLINE LIBRARY          

gosfortheast.eplatform.co 

Recently Added: 



In Year 6 Book Club we have read the 
brilliant 'When the Sky Falls' by Phil 
Earle.  It follows Joseph as he is sent 
to live with a formidable new guardi-
an, Mrs F, during World War 2.  Joseph 
is, contrary to what you might expect, 
relocated to live in London, despite 
German air raids. This is because Jo-
seph has been acting out since his sol-
dier father was deployed to France, 
and his grandmother has run out of 
ideas about how to connect with her 
grandson and help him channel his 
anger and sadness.  When Joseph and 
Mrs F first meet, it is a clash of fierce 
and stubborn personalities.  Will Jo-
seph benefit from her mentorship, or 
is this another relationship set to fail 
and prove his ideas of himself and 
others? 
 

Something Joseph could had never 
imagined becomes his new reality as 
he must help Mrs F maintain her be-
leaguered zoo.  Joseph's new role sees 
him mucking out;  bartering for food- 
already in short supply due to the 
war; and finding a unique and intri-
guing challenge in caring for the zoo's 
mercurial silverback gorilla, Adonis.  
 

This book has a fascinating setting, 
which creates a brilliant backdrop for 
the story. It has mountains of heart- it 
will pull you in and make you care so 
much about the characters- you will 
feel their emotions viscerally.  Phil Earle 
is a great storyteller.  Joseph and Mrs F, 
living in a time apart from our own, are 
made so relatable and Earle describes 
the challenges of the time in devas-
tating detail helping us to empathise 
deeply. I recommend this book to eve-
ryone 9+. 
 
This book has a fascinating setting, 
which creates a brilliant backdrop for 
the story. It has mountains of heart- it 
will pull you in and make you care so 
much about the characters- you will 
feel their emotions viscerally.  Phil Earle 
is a great storyteller.  Joseph and Mrs F, 
living in a time apart from our own, are 
made so relatable and Earle describes 
the challenges of the time in devas-
tating detail helping us to empathise 
deeply. I recommend this book to eve-
ryone 9+. 

In Year 6 Book Club  



Cricket Tournament  

 

 

 
 

A group of Yr5/6 students visited Benwell Hill Cricket Club with Mr 
Yeoman and Mr Maloney to take part in a cricket tournament organ-
ised by the ECB. The tournament allowed some students to give crick-
et a go for the very first time alongside others already involved in 
cricket clubs outside of school. The students played multiple games of 
quick cricket with a lot of wickets and sixes over the day. Well done to 
all for a great day!                                                                                                        
By Mr Maloney  

Sporting News 
American Football 

Winners, off to the national finals next.                                             
Our students were amazing.  

The year 6 American Flag 

Football team went to York for 

the regional finals tourna-

ment! They ended up winning 

and that means they go to the 

national competition in Leeds. 

The team played very well to-

gether, stuck together as a 

team and never let their 

heads drop. It was a great day 

out and we can’t wait for 

Leeds.                                          

By Joe G and David T 



Pentathlon  

Pupils attended a sporty team event at                                                        

Walker Dome and our team won!  

This means that we have qualified to represent Newcastle at the Tyne and 

Wear finals! The event will take place on the 23rd June at Gateshead 
International Stadium. A huge congratulations to the amazing team: 
Olivia R, Abubakr S, Imogen B, Tyra J, Charlie S and Timur G. 

Fantastic News! 

A huge congratulations to four pupils who have been chosen as best 

footballers for County Trials! They are: Layton C, Bobby D, Milai R and 

Harry M. Congratulations! 





Anyway, the year 6s should know perfectly well 

what I’m talking about. I’m talking about SATs. The 3rd week in this 

4-week half term (very short) was SATs week. English tests on Mon-

day and Tuesday, Maths tests on Wednesday and Thursday. And on 

Friday… well, as for Friday, you might as well read my other article if 

you haven’t already. We had been doing SATs revision practically 

every English lesson, but don’t worry—the tests are not really to do 

with the children—it is mainly for schools.  

ALERT CONCLUDED. By Alex I 6ER 

THE TIME HAS COME 

SOUND THE TRUMPETS 
(NOT LIKE THERE ARE ANY TRUMPETS) 

After a hard week of completing our SATs tests, 

we had a brilliant fun day on Friday... 



On 16th May 2025 

(expert time-trackers will know that 

this is the Friday of SATs week*, and 

therefore a FUN DAY for all of year 6!) 

we experienced a day like no other. 

First we watched The Simpsons Movie 

then we went on a bouncy castle (the 

bouncy castle could also be used at 

break and lunch, but only for year 6). 

The afternoon was whole-year stuff! 

Year 5s, you will be doing this next 

year. Year 7s and 8s, you have already 

done it, so hopefully this will bring up 

some good memories. By Alex I 6ER 
 

*Read my other articles for more                

information about the SATs. 

FUN DAY FRIDAY 

It was great because some of the 

teachers joined in too. Mrs Watson, 

Mrs Murphy, Mrs Collister and other 

teachers attempted the obstacle 

course and actually did a good job of 

it. The water fight was amazing too! 

Mr Robertson braved the rath of Year 

6’s water guns and was soaked to 

skin.  

 

 

 
 

We also had a great time playing with 

our friends on the field. We played 

rugby,  with hula hoops, basketball, 

did gymnastics, football and sun-

bathed on the deck chairs. We were 

really grateful for all of the fun activi-

ties on Friday and we are looking for-

ward to July when we find out our re-

sults.  
 

By Megan W, Jacob P and Isaac D 6LW 

However, things don’t always go 

to plan. The ice cream van turned 

up on time but the machine did 

not want to give us any ice cream 

so we had delicious ice lollies in-

stead.  



We were lavished 

with so many fun 

activities! 

We had a                

brilliant                       

fun day.  



VE DAY 
VE day is a celebration to mark 

the amazing moment in history 

when the Second World War 

ended in Europe , events took 

place around the UK to cele-

brate. Street parties, concerts 

and a military flypast are just 

some of the ways the country has marked the 8Oth anniversary  of 

Victory in Europe. At school we celebrated it by having two minutes 

of silence at twelve o’clock. After nearly six years of war Germany 

officially surrendered on 7th May 

1945 and the conflict was finally 

over.  

 

 

 By Sophie Craig  

We'd like to thank all of the people in our school community who 
took time to vote for our class in Beano's 
'Britain's Funniest Class' competition.  It wasn't 
to be this time (and I'll spare you a rant about 
the transparency of the voting!) but we'll defi-
nitely accept the title of one of the funniest 
classes in Britain!  Thanks everyone,  from 6NG & Mrs Gill 

Britain’s Funniest Class 



Newlands Trip in Photos 

On the 7th April some of the 

year   7s went on a trip to the 

Newlands in the Lake District. 



Newlands Trip in Photos 



Arran Trip 
In Arran there is lots of acti-

vates there kayaking gorge 

walking , orienteering and 

walking up a big mountain. 



Arran Trip 



Cinema Trip Round 2 
KS3 missed their initial trip in December be-

cause the Gateshead flyover was damaged 

and the metros weren’t running. Luckily, Mrs 

Donnelly was very kind and organised anoth-

er cinema trip for KS3 and asked us what we 

wanted to go and see! We decided on 

the   Minecraft Movie. By Millie 

On the 4th April the Minecraft movie be-

came iconic. It took the headlines as soon 

as it came out! It created lots of memes 

all over the internet such as the Lava 

Chicken and the Chicken Jockey!!!            

By Sammy 

“I liked the Minecraft Movie because it was really  funny. 

My rating is 4 nothing is perfect :) ” Erin 

It was funny how everybody clapped during 

the lines and sang along to Lava Chicken. 

Melody Y8 

Great North Museum Trip 

5SC and 5CF went on a trip to the Great North Museum on Wednesday 21st 

May. A great day for all with lots to discover! They had the opportunity to see 

some very well preserved animals through the method 

of taxidermy up close. There was a fun scavenger hunt 

and pupils also got to touch fossils and 

animal bones that were thousands of 

years old! 5SR, 5NSK and 5KR will get 

to go in July.  



Pupils have special books to track 

their progress and many have     

already read ALL of the books in 

every category! 

We tweet authors and sometimes they respond! It is very 

exciting when an  author replies to us! 

We meet up on 

Tuesday’s to talk 

about the awards. 

Well done Isobel, 

Abigail, Sahib and 

Lily who have even 

earned bookmarks 

and badges!  



Author Events 

“I liked how in the 

author events the 

author talked about 

the process of mak-

ing the book. They 

also gave good, in-

teresting answers 

and not basic ones! 

The authors were 

funny and inspir-

ing.” Melody Y8 

“I really liked that we didn’t just find out 

about the books but authors too, their 

interests and how these influenced their 

writing. I also liked how most authors 

had a connection with their books, like 

Kim has a connection with her book be-

cause she also has afro hair.”  Isobel Y5 

“It was really fun to ask 

them questions, we got to 

learn the history behind the 

books, why they wrote 

them and their inspiration. 

You also got tips on how to 

write your own books!”    

Abigail y5 



Spark books voting is OUT 
THE VOTING BOXES ARE OUT !!! 

To vote you will be given tokens 

to put in one box for each        

category and here are a             

reminder of some of the books... 

9+ category: 

Birdie, Angel of Grasmere, 

Jakobs Otter and The Secret of 

Golden  Island 

7+ Category: Flora Storma , Os-

cars lion, The Magician next 

door and Dungeon Runners   

Non– fiction : 

Ultra Wild, 

Me and My Hair, Into the Volcano 

and Roller-coaster and Other In-

ventions 

11+ category: 

Here to Slay, It All Started with a 

Lie , Wild East and King of Nothing. 

By Ayomi  
The voting boxes are outside the library.                                                                                                                                                                                

There is also a lot of information to remind us about the books. 



 

The Crisis Of Climate Change 

DEFORESTATION The loss of trees 

and other vegetation can cause climate 

change, desertification, soil erosion, 

fewer crops, flooding, increased green-

house gases in the atmosphere, and a 

host of problems for Indigenous peo-

ple. Deforestation occurs for a number 

of reasons.  

GLOBAL WARMING Humans and 

wild animals face new challenges for 

survival because of climate change. 

More frequent and intense drought, 

storms, heat waves, rising sea levels, 

melting glaciers and warming oceans 

can directly harm animals, destroy the 

places they live, and wreak havoc on 

people's livelihoods and communities. 

WILD FIRES                                                                                                      

Global temperature increases and severe droughts 

lead to more forest fires in many regions, which 

means that some forests that have been effec-

tive carbon sinks may become carbon sources. 

FLOODING Flooding can erode soil 

and damage vegetation, vastly altering 

the natural landscape permanently. 

Coastal and aquatic habitats can also be 

damaged by the increased sediments 

from flooding.  

 

By Zoe Mokhtary. 

At GEMS we are very eco-conscious.                       

Take a look at the next article —-> 



It’s a great plan but we need 

YOUR help too. At lunch 

times, we will ask you to not 

bin: fruit peels, vegetables, 

tea bags, apples (worms LOVE 

apples), potato skins and egg-

shells and we will compost 

them        

instead.   

First, we 

will need 

to speak to the kitchen staff 

to come up with a way of do-

ing this in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

GOT EMPTY BOTTLES AT 

HOME? PLEASE BRING THEM 

TO SCHOOL 

We also need people to do-

nate empty and clean 2litre 

plastic bottles.  

Don’t worm your way out of it!  

Key Group—MHT Composting, the 

team who won the finals of Young 

Green Briton Challenge for our 

school and will join all other win-

ning teams from across the country 

who have been invited to the Na-

tional Finals which will be held in 

London!  

By Max T y7 

The team are heading to London on the 1st July.  

Since winning, we have started  

planning on going ahead and build-

ing our wormery at school. To do 

so, we will need to create com-

posting areas in school and build 

the wormeries using scrap wood 

from DT.  

Then, we plan 

on selling the 

compost that 

we create and 

reuse old plas-

tic bottles to 

sell it. 



Sports day  

Sports day is coming up and 

we’re so excited! There will be 

events like 400m  

200m, 60m and 4x50m in relay. 

You can also do shot putt, ball 

throw, long jump and high jump. 

By Sammy 

Transition  

On the 3rd of July some year 4’s will be coming up to this school 

to have a look .  

Year 5’s got their year 4 buddies. We have typed up our letters to 

our buddies telling them what the school is like and how good it 

is. Year 5’s will get their buddies on the 20th of 

may . We will meet them on transition day.  

By Sammy and Lola 



The Big Gig 

This year we as the choir and the in-

strumentalists are going to the Big 

Gig. The Big Gig is a show with lots 

of different instruments and schools 

taking part. In the morning we all 

practise and then all of the families 

come in and watch the show. There 

is also a band and singer in the    

centre. By Lola 
The songs we will perform are: Croc-

odile Rock, Sir Duke, Dancing Queen, 

Crazy Little Thing Called Love, 

Sweet Home Alabama, Take 

Me Home Country Roads, 

Don’t Stop, We Are Family, I 

Will Survive and Rocking All 

Over the World. These songs 

are all sounds of the 70s.  

Pyramid Concert  
     The pyramid concert will take 

place at Gosforth Academy on 

30th June at 6pm. There will be 

lots of singing and musical                              

instruments. Sadly people who 

go to the concert will miss sports 

day, but I’m sure it will be worth 

it!  

 

 

By Rosey 



Lockerbie 
Next half term it is time for the year 

5’s first trip in GEMS . There will be 

loads of activities to entertain to en-

tertain like rock climbing, blind trail, 

water sports and much more!  

Teachers who are going are Mrs 

Wilson, Miss Crowe, Mrs Rudd, Mr 

Maloney, Mr Robertson, Mr Hodg-

son, Miss Mc Fall, Mrs Alley and 

Miss Bannon. We will be going 

from the 11th of June to 13th of 

June . Remember your bug spray , 

lots of little bugs will be on their 

holidays! 
By Lola y5 

 

Year 8 LONDON Trip  

The London trip takes place during the last week 

of June. We will get the train down and arrive at 

Kings Cross Station. We are so excited that we are 

going to see two musicals—Clueless and Wicked! 

Wicked The new movie sequel to the movie Wick-

ed is going to be called Wicked for Good but the 

musical will have all the spoilers to the second 

movie! Clueless the musical was adapted from 

the 90s movie. We will also so lots of sightseeing: 

visit museums, the Tower of London and of 

course, Covent Garden!  

By Melody y8 



 Ransom Manor Part 5 
He’s stealing from the manor. That manor is cursed you know. 

The yellowish walls leered at me and I felt my head ache with utter 

pain . I sucked my teeth to stop me from launching myself at the beau-

tiful mahogany bookcase.. At the book? “Grace? Oh, hi Penny. Are you 

staying for dinner?” Graces mum, Sylvia, is tall, blonde and pale. Her 

freckles are almost black that compliment her bright blue eyes. “I want 

to say yes , I really do. I have to get home though.” Oh wait. I ran away, 

didn't I? “Yeah I’ll stay. Do you mind If  I sleep over? I know It’s a lot to 

ask.” I shuffled my feet and looked down.” I have a bag. I kind of ran 

away.” Sylvia looked confused for a second. She sighed and said, 

“Stay as long as you want.”  

Grace smiled and showed me to her room. There was a yelling match 

downstairs between Sylvia and Graces dad. Grace moaned, ”They are 

always fighting. Then dad does something stupid and leaves for weeks 

on end, never knowing if he is coming back or not. I dream of running 

away. Like you.” A tear rolled down her cheek.  

Sylvia came up, looking more dishevelled than that time at my third 

birthday party. This time her make up was wishy-washy with mascara 

dribbling out of her eyes. Her perfect blonde hair  looked like she hadn't 

brushed it in months. Worryingly, her clothes were starting to rip. 

“Penny, you need to leave. Now.” her voice was usually so soft and 

smooth. Now, she had an awful gravelly voice echoing through the 

room. “GO!” I stared at her in horror and shock and all the motions just 

bubbling up and up and up. I ran away. Wiping tears away. I realised 

that I left my bag at Graces. I’ll just have to sleep at the manor. I’m 

homeless. Except I inherited a giant manor.  

By Millie A 



WORDSEARCH — David Walliams 

By Ivy and Lily 


