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Healthy School





13th March 2025

Dear Parent / Carer,

Community Safeguarding Incident

This morning 2 pupils from a neighbouring school were involved in a safeguarding incident. On their way to school, they were approached by two men near the Nisa store on St James Street, Gosforth. A woman was also present but did not engage with the pupils.

The individuals were in a pickup van with a white front and grey back, which may have had a foreign number plate. The men, both of whom spoke with a local accent, attempted to persuade the pupils to come and look at a scooter which was loaded on the back of the pick up. The men continued to press the children to take a look at the vehicle using persistent and increasingly frustrated language.

The pupils did exactly the right thing: they repeatedly said no, left the area quickly, and reported the incident.

We have taken immediate steps to ensure the safety of all our pupils:

· The police have been informed and are aware of the incident.

· Parents of the pupils involved have been contacted.

· Other local schools have been notified to help raise awareness within the community.

At this stage, we do not know whether this was a serious incident, but we believe it is important to remain vigilant and take appropriate precautions. We encourage you to have conversations at home about personal safety, including strategies such as:

· Walking with friends or in well-lit, busy areas.

· Being aware of their surroundings and avoiding distractions like headphones.

· Knowing safe places to go for help, such as shops or trusted adults.

· Feeling confident to say no and walk away if approached by a stranger.

· Knowing when and how to contact the police (999 in an emergency)

If you or your child have any concerns or additional information about this incident, please do not hesitate to contact us. We will continue to work closely with the authorities to ensure the safety and well-being of all pupils.

Thank you for your support in reinforcing these important messages at home.
GEMS
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