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Good-bye and Good Luck!
Katie, Charlotte and Leila from Year 8 have been stalwart members of the news team throughout their time at GEMS. They are
leaving for the Academy this summer so they have taken total responsibility for this their final issue. I would like to thank them for
all of their loyal service- they have been fantastic- and wish them lots of luck…keep writing girls. Mrs Leahy

London
On the 12th to 14th of June, several pupils from Year 8 went to London to spend 3 activity-packed days in our Capital. They left to
go to London by train very early in the morning to arrive before lunch. Unfortunately, The London weather was mainly rain, but
they didn’t let that ruin their trip!
They went on a Thames cruise before going to the Tower Bridge Experience, which is where you walk across the top of Tower
Bridge and look down on the bridge through
glass. Then they got to go to Garfunkel’s to eat
burgers before heading to a theatre to see
School of Rock, which was incredible. Of course
the show was amazing and afterwards they
headed to the Columbia Hotel to get some sleep.
The next day, they went straight to the Natural
History Museum before going to see Buckingham
Palace. They then went to the Houses of
Parliament and on the London Eye for a bird’s
eye view of London. On their last night, they
went to Bella Italia for pizza or pasta then to see
Matilda. Just like School of Rock, it was brilliant.
On their last day, they went to the Science
Museum before heading home. Overall, the trip
was amazing and a brilliant three days.

By Katie Proud 8HC

Dear Parent/Carers

We have been celebrating with our children their fantastic achievements throughout the year and what a rich and varied
diet of experiences we have had. Our celebration assemblies have been very special events with so many of our young
people working so hard at school and achieving so highly. Year 8 children are ready to leave, but judging from the
emotional responses to the last day, they really do appreciate what they have got out of GEMS and what they have
contributed to the life of our school. We are all incredibly proud of the fantastic achievements of Year 6 in their SATs. A
hard working year and appropriate reward for all that hard work. Year 5 have settled well in their new school and made
very good progress as have Year 7 in their new key stage. As you will see from our school news, the pace of events this
term has been relentless and rewarding, especially all our visits and curriculum week. A massive thank you go to all who
helped, organised and participated so enthusiastically.

We say goodbye to Year 8 children but also to Mr Dowman who is leaving us to begin his teaching career. I would like to
thank him for his contribution to life at GEMS which has been wide and various, especially with his work with the Key
Group and all the children who have been involved with the variety of charities that have benefitted from their work.

We have two other members of staff who won’t be with us for the majority of the next year. Mrs Collister is expecting her
second baby in the summer holidays and we wish her very well and Miss Wilson who is expecting twin boys to
complement her two year old son. A very busy year ahead for them both. I would like to thank you all for the
overwhelming support you have given to the staff at GEMS throughout the year. We really do appreciate the good wishes
and positive support you offer.

I hope you all have a peaceful and fulfilling summer holiday and find time to relax as a family. School reopens for children
on Tuesday 3rd September at 8.55 am.

Mr T J Stout
Headteacher

London trip in pictures...

Terrific Tom Gates Trip
On Friday 28th June, Year 6 pupils were invited by Mrs Watson to a superb Tom Gates trip! We
left school early in the morning, divided into groups. Taking the Metro, we went to Monument
where we walked to the Theatre Royal. The show was great, much better than I expected. Our
school were definitely the most enthusiastic, clapping along to EVERY SINGLE SONG and
cheering so loudly (even screaming) at the end of the show that one boy started complaining of
a sore throat!
The show had a number of ingenious backgrounds (productions at the Theatre Royal always do,
where projected images and hanging cloth made the
illusion of a real background scene.
There were also a lot of hidden doors and compartments that were lined up so perfectly you
wouldn’t even know they were there. The show also had a lot of songs where the actors
performed and danced, especially at the end when they had a big ‘concert’ of all their songs. The
show had a lot of funny lines that made everybody laugh.
We returned to school after lunch. We ate in the resource area and went to our lessons. There wasn’t much to the day after that.
Tom Gates was a nice relaxing break from school!
The Tom Gates series by Liz Pichon is an extremely popular series about a young boy, his friends, his enemies, and his in-and-out-ofschool adventures. It also has some amazing illustrations tied in with the drawings. It is obvious that someone would make a live
play out of it! They did a great job as well. Thanks to Mrs Watson for arranging that trip – we all thoroughly enjoyed it!
By Mina Corso 6NG

An author visit for year 5
On the 12th June 2019 year 5 went to Gosforth Central Middle School to visit
Lauren St John! Lauren St John came to tell year 5 about her passion for
reading and her career in saving animals. She had just written her new book,
‘Kat Wolfe takes the Case.’ She loves
animals so it is obviously about
animals! All of year 5 had lots of fun
and would love for her to come back.
Here is a bit about her. She went to
Africa to see lots of animals. She
drove into this big elephant. As you
can see on the right hand side picture there is an elephant. This elephant killed 3 buffalo and
now she thinks that she is the leader of the rest of the pack. Lauren had to keep her stay short
because she is an unfriendly elephant.
Some people pre ordered 1 or 2 of her books and got them on that Monday and signed by
Lauren herself.
By Brooke and Shuwen

GEMS Spellathon 2019
On the 28th of June, pupils have a Spellathon. Which is where pupils had to try to
get as many sponsors as possible. Pupils get a spelling list that they have to revise.
There were three different lists to choose from: easy, a medium, and hard. All
money goes to the school, so even if you raise £100,000 you won’t even get one
single penny. Special mention must go to the top three money raisers all in Year 5.
Emily raised £55, Shuwen £46 and Mabel £40. They are all in 5ER so maybe they
are the best class ever (Mr Robertson agrees!) The total amount raised was
£780.90 so thank you to everyone. By Shuwen and Layla 5ER

Newlands 2019
On the 20th May 2019, at 9: 45, 62 very excited students, and 6 equally
excited teachers embarked on yet another annual GEMS trip, Newlands!
This trip had been anticipated by the participants for months and the
excitement had built up over the last few weeks when we realised that,
yes, we were actually going!
The journey took 2.5 hours and
as there were so many kids
going, we were split up between
a coach and a mini -bus and if
you were worried about car sickness you travelled in the front. My friends and I
got the coach and we all sat at the back and had a great time reading, chatting and
taking photos of the great view behind and to the side of us.
When we eventually arrived, we ate our lunch and we played on the grass beside
the building. We then got to do some team challenges which included many
riddles and it was to help the
groups work better together. We
finished at 5:00 and went to have
a look at our dorms, and around
the building. Most of us went
straight for the vending machines
and stocked up for the week. We
were told the rules of the house and going outside, then had an excellent
dinner followed by outdoor evening games. The game I played was where
you had a 7 foot beach ball and you have got to see how many times a group
could keep it up. It was girls vs boys and we all had a lot of fun. We were given the opportunity to play a game of rounders
after the evening game, and most of us said yes I said no and went to my dorm to get ready and get prepared for the next
day.
The next day we got up at about 7am and got changed then went down to eat our breakfast which consisted of a full English
breakfast, cereal and jam on toast. It may seem like a huge meal, but we needed every morsel to just keep us going
throughout the morning.
The first activity my group did was archery. It was on the field just outside of the main building, and it was a beautiful day.
We spent the morning practicing our skills and playing games to make it more enjoyable. And who knew that Mr Douglas and
Miss Graham were pro archers?!
Then we did canoeing. We went on a mini bus to the lake at Derwent Water and chose our partners and canoes. We set out
and played many games, in one of which Rowan Kane and his partner fell in… we all had a good laugh! We didn’t get to jump
off the pier, which many other groups did but it was still really good fun!
The usual evening things happened; dinner, evening games and rounders. And the next day our group had one of the most
anticipated activities of the entire trip… Ghyll Scrambling. Ghyll scrambling is basically where you turn a ghyll into a natural
waterpark, sliding down smooth rocks and jumping down small waterfalls into pools of water. One of the most famous of
these is the washing machine, it is larger than all the others and is where you jump off a taller waterfall into a deep pool of
water. It looks scarier than it is and is a lot of fun. Why it is called the washing machine, I don’t know, but whilst we are on
the subject, I have a funny story about it. So we were at the washing machine and Issay in 7HTH was about to jump then said
that he wasn’t going to and he was scared. So he was told to carefully scramble back up, but he ran and slipped then fell in
and his face was hilarious. He didn’t get hurt but we all laughed.
Over the next couple of days we did many other activities like the mountain walk and mountain biking. And after the first
activity on Friday we left with bittersweet memories of a great week.
We all hope the next year 7s sign up next year! By Katie Young

Fun pics from Newlands...

The big battery count comes to an end!
On the 5th of June, our big battery hunt ended. Mrs Leahy’s team, from 5SL, started the whole thing as
Holly’s mum works in a hospital as a nurse. The hospital uses a lot of batteries which, when old, all
goes into land waste, which is a shame as this harms the planet. So, Mrs Leahy’s 5SL group had a
great idea of joining the national Big Battery Hunt. Congratulations to Daisy from 5EA and David
from 5ER, who collected the most batteries with over 500 each in just 6 weeks! The grand total for
the whole school was a massive 4 and a half thousand batteries. The class that brought the most
batteries was: 5EA, who won a non-school uniform
day. Even though the hunt is over, you can still
recycle your batteries by putting them in the
container in the entrance hall…you can’t miss it.
For taking part in the hunt, our school has been
entered into a prize draw so keep fingers crossed!
By Shuwen

Curriculum Week
Preparing for the Future!
During curriculum week, all the groups took part in an array of different activities giving them an insight to what careers and
opportunities there are out there. The groups were sorted out in which there were a mixture of different year groups. Everyone
received a jobs card where you had to fill out what qualifications and careers you are interested in, in order to create the
groups.
Curriculum week began on Tuesday 9th after having a successful sports day previously. To make the most of the ‘Preparing for
the Future’ we had some visitors come in speaking about their occupation and work place: such as army engineers and a GP.
I was lucky enough to be part of both of those activities learning about army vehicles, weapons and what the role of an
engineer in that force does day to day; in the GP talk we got to experience what things they would deal with in a ‘normal’ day
including what equipment and checks they do in a practice.
A big thank you to all visitors and parents who took the time to be part of our curriculum week. Not to forget every teacher
who has put so much effort into each different activity!
Leila Sheikh 8HC
Theatre Trip
During curriculum week, Ms. Thompson took several pupils to the Tyne Theatre and
Opera House to look around the stage and learn more about jobs on and off the
stage. After they got there, they went to the stage and learnt more about the history
of the theatre before heading underneath the stage to see how it all works. They
learnt all about the lifts that take everyone up to the stage, what everyone does
backstage and even found about the theatre’s ghosts. Afterwards they headed back
to school and did some gangster drama for the rest of the day.
By Katie Proud 8HC

University Visit
As a part of curriculum week, I participated in a visit to Newcastle University. Groups got picked at random to go and we
were given lots of useful information. Firstly, we were separated into three groups so we did the same activities but at
different times. We were given a tour around the university by a student who goes there and she explained all about her
experience. We then got to hear about the different jobs of people who work in the library, in a lecture style room.
After lunch, came my favourite activity! We were sat in groups of four and talked all about different career paths and our
futures. We also played a game, where we went round everybody and started on A, the first person had to name a job
starting with A. Whatever letter you landed on was the one you had to give a job for. If you couldn’t think of one, you were
out and eventually there was one winner. People did invent some strange jobs ! Overall, it was a fun and interesting day.
Thank you to our hosts at Newcastle University, who organised everything!
By Charlotte Waters 8HC

Curriculum Week
One of the many activities held this
curriculum week was the health and
fitness trip on Tuesday 9th July at
BeautiBeats in Sunderland. For the people
who went on this visit it was all about
knowing how to run a business and also
how to set one up giving an idea of what it
would be like for a career in management.
Of course another part of the trip was
doing exercise and learning how to use
equipment such as weight training. This
gave all the pupils a good insight into what
management is like in the real world
seeing all the behind the scenes jobs.
Leila Sheikh 8HC

Game on 2.0 Trip
On Tuesday 9th July, Wednesday 10th July, Thursday 11th July and Friday 12th
July a mixture of year groups went on the Game on 2.0 gaming trip at the Life
Centre at Gateshead where the game
exhibition was on display.
When they got there, both pupils and
teachers had a chance to play on some
video games of their own choice. Some of
the video games which were on display were Sonic the Hedgehog, Pac Man, Super Mario Cart, Just
Dance and much more. Newcastle had even been given its own space to display some of its
contributions to the industry of gaming.
Along with that, they also went in the planetarium where they watched a film about the planets and
the things that are in our solar system and they went on the 4D motion ride which everyone agreed
was great fun.

Later on that day, another trip had been organised to the
Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art where pupils learnt
about exciting future careers and jobs that they could
pursue.
This wonderful trip had been organised by Mr Salkeld and
Miss Pink who accompanied us on it. In conclusion this trip
was fun, informative and very enjoyable.
By Arshia Arora

Lightwater Valley
As an end of year trip and a reward for good behaviour, the year 8’s went on a trip to
Lightwater Valley! We left as soon as we got to school, as the coach journey was
around 2 hours! It was a very positive journey though because you could feel the
excitement in the air and everybody was very cheery. When we got there, after being
given a few safety pointers, we were free to roam around with whoever we wanted
and go on as many rides as we wanted!
As Miss Cheape said “Off you go”,
everybody was running and
laughing. It was an amazing
atmosphere, the rides were fantastic and on most rides the cheques were not long at
all. Everybody went on a variety of rides before we met back for lunch. We were
signed in then were free to go and eat our lunch on the grass and leave to go on
more rides when we were finished. Lots of people went on the biggest ride there:
The Ultimate! The queue was very long for that but Leila and I waited for around 40
minutes. It was definitely worth it and was one of the many highlights of my trip.
After going on more rides and having such a fun day, it was time to leave. The coach
journey back was still very positive as everybody was reminiscing about the fantastic
day they had. In my opinion, it was the best trip I have been on at GEMS and on behalf of all the Year 8s, who went on the trip, we
would like to say a huge thank you to all the teachers who organised this treat for us!
By Charlotte Waters 8HC

GEMS Has Got Talent
In the afternoon, it was KS3’s turn to perform and Holly was in 3rd, Alice came 2nd and (another
drum roll) well done to the winner, Jennifer who sang 1000 years while doing the sign language
along with the song.
After the judges made their decision on the winner, we had a surprise appearance from
Mr Salkeld. Dressed up as Elvis, he sang Suspicious Minds.
After a quick interview with the KS3 winner, we found out that Jennifer found it scary to perform
her song the first time but was confident when her mum and granddad were there to watch. The
competition was amazing to watch (like it always is). Well done to everyone who took part and
thank you to Mr Williams and the House and Vice Captains for organising the show.
By Katie Proud 8HC

Images from the Heritage trip enjoyed by Year 5

Jennifer KS3 winner...well done!

Hair Spray
There were auditions held this term for a
musical to be directed by Mr Williams for, you guessed it… Hair Spray!
The auditions were held on Thursday 4th July. I know the cast will work
extremely hard to blow your socks off! There was also another set off
auditions on the 16th of July since there were so many people who
wanted to audition and wanted to perfect their talents. We hope that
when it is time for Hair spray you will all buy your tickets and come
along for a fantastic musical experience.
By Emily and Amelie 5ER

A group of talented girls giving a brief dance out of
the show to give the rest of school a taste of what it
will be like.

Summer Fair 2019
This year’s summer fair was back, bigger and better than ever! It was held
on Wednesday 17th July from 2:20pm until 5pm with all families welcome to
have a look around. As always, GEMS pupils had a big role in the fair as
many chose to run their own stall with a group of friends.
Tradition was still present as there were plenty of cake stalls to be found
along with the games outside such as the
bouncy castles and 8HC’s hula hoop
game! Other stalls included Hoopla,
bottle tombola, chocolate tombola,
refreshments and 8KJ’s pin the bow on
Minnie Mouse! As usual also, the gymnasts
put on a dazzling display of tumbling and
dance.
Once again, the summer fair was a big
success raising close to £1000. Thank you
to all the pupils running the stalls, families
for coming along and teachers for helping out and organising this event.
Leila Sheikh 8HC

Pyramid Concert
On the 2nd of July some year 7 and 8 pupils went to Trinity Church for the concert. They were joined by Gosforth Central
and Gosforth Junior High. They sang 3 songs: The Greatest Showman’s A
Million dreams, Crazy Little Thing Called Love by Queen and One and a Million.
There was also a wind band and string group who some of the GEMS pupils
were in. The Gosforth Academy had a fusion band and a choir.
On the day there was an all-day rehearsal where all the groups did not stop
practicing. At 6:00pm everyone turned up and so did many parents. The
concert went really well and everyone was amazed by the performers.
By Freya Wilson 8KJ

Developing our Skills with the Key
My key group organised a fun activities trip with lots of fun things to do. I enjoyed the Key Trip a lot. The
British Pride (the group) had to face some challenges to earn the trip. First of all, we had to plan our trip.
After doing that, we had to present our trip to representatives of The Key. In my opinion, it was quite difficult
to talk in front of those people. The final step we had to do was to make the letters for the trip.
The first part of the trip was when we went to Za Za Bazaar for lunch. I enjoyed it a lot and I had plenty of food there. After that we
went to Mr Mulligan’s Space Golf. We were quite competitive there.
The second part of the trip was when we went to KFC for lunch. We were in a bit of a jam when we were ordering on the machines!
However, when we got our food, it tasted great. After that, we went to Battlezone Laser. We were all very excited when we got in.
We had a fantastic day and the Key project has helped us to develop a lot of important skills.

The Silent Disco
The Novels is a Key group consisting of 6 Year Seven students: Tarika, Holly, Emily, Tasha (me), Abigail and Maya and we are
fundraising to help a charity called the RNIB Talking Books. We are helping this charity in particular because this charity provides
audio books for blind children so they can still enjoy reading as much as anyone else.
Helping the Talking Books is part of a project called a ‘Key Project’ and it is where a company called the Key give £250 to a group of
people that pitch their ideas to help their selected charity. However, in order to receive the £250 we had to work extremely hard
and to impress the panel – they don’t give the money to everyone. After a successful pitch, we were told that they had given us the
£250 – we could now start properly planning for the fundraiser.
To raise money, we decided to organise a silent disco. For anyone who does not know a silent disco is a disco but instead of having
a DJ, you have a pair of headphones where you can listen to the music. Then we had the mammoth task of organising the event.
When the day finally came, everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and the silent disco was a massive success. However, we all
now know that organising school events is easier said than done; we had to spend the whole day preparing.
We had to do many jobs including: creating playlists, going out to buy the snacks, setting up, checking the headphones to see if they
work etc.
However, all our hard work payed off because the night was a triumph. Everyone enjoyed the experience of wearing headphones
instead of listening to a DJ. The snacks were a sell-out, and it was hilarious
to see all the students dance and belt out the lyrics to their favourite tunes
such as, ‘Old Town Road’ ‘Baby Shark’ and even ‘Let It Go’!
Katie Young from 7MR enjoyed it as she said, “I really enjoyed it because it
was really funny seeing people dance to their music.”
Overall, we raised £210 from the evening- all the organisers were extremely
thrilled and proud of their teamwork and their event planning skills.
Everyone who attended demanded another silent disco so we will see what
we can do in the future…
By Tasha Young 7MR

Boredom Busters...Beating the Blues
At the start of the year, Holly Spreadbury, Freya Wilson and Zoe Shipsey decided to sign up to do a
Key project. Luckily, we were selected to carry on our project. After a group decision, we decided
to call ourselves the Blondie Blues. This is because we all have blonde hair and blue eyes. We
eventually came up with the idea to visit the Bridges School (in the RVI) and work with them and
the children in A&E. The Bridges School offers a range of fun- filled education for children who are
unable to attend their regular day to day school. They work with the children, making them feel
happier, and sometimes even forget about their illness. Holly and Freya have worked with the Bridges School in previous years.
Holly’s experience was in 2017 and Freya’s was in 2012. As they have both worked with the Bridges School, we felt we could give
something back to them.
Our first idea was to have a party in one of the classrooms. This would include refreshments, snacks and music. However, the
Bridges School informed us that
this would not be possible because
some children would be too ill to
attend, making it unfair. We then
decided to hold a crafter noon tea,
however, due to the same reason
this was not possible. Finally, we
came up with our best idea yet. We
liked the theme of crafts, so we
decided (as our final idea) to make
craft packs (which we named
Boredom Busters) and hand them
out to the children in hospital.
The time came to present our idea
to the Key panel. We were very
nervous but luckily, they agreed for
us to carry out our project. “This
idea has never been done by any
Key group before, which is what
makes you girls stand out!” The Key
panel told us.
We got in touch with the Bridges School via email through Mrs Bhatt. They told us that they loved the idea and would get back to
us as soon as possible with a few dates on which we could visit. It took a couple of weeks, but we finally received a date, the 2nd of
July. Through the weeks, we looked online for craft pack ideas and shopped in The Works and Amazon. We started by deciding
what to fill the packs with, and decided to have door hanger decorations as well as a door hanger in them. We then found multi
coloured paper bags to put them in.

Visiting the RVI:
On the 2nd of July 2019, The Blondie Blues took a trip down memory lane, to The Bridges School, RVI. When we arrived, we were sat
down by one of the members of staff and told more about what they do and provide for the children. We watched a fun video
about the staff, children and curriculum. The children have 2 lessons a day for 30 minutes each.
Next, we received a brief tour of some of the RVI wards and even got to meet some of the children. They seemed very happy with
their craft packs and we could tell that they would keep them very busy.
Fortunately, Holly got to meet one of her old teachers who even remembered what she taught her to play on the piano. We loved
every minute of our tour and journey with The Key and we hope another memory like this is made
By Hollie, Zoe and Freya

A few days ago we went to Ouseburn farm for our Key project and this is what happened: We
ate lunch at the hill and then went to meet Dotty. She got a bucket and told us to go feed the
chickens, then after we ran out of food
Dotty allowed us to pick up the chickens.
Jamie picked up a very chubby chicken and
all the chickens were running around – it
was very funny.
After that Dotty gave us another bucket, but this time it was full of sheep
food. We went to go feed the lambs even though they weren’t really lambs
except one which was very small and still got bottle fed. Everyone was
holding their hands out and letting them eat but the baby got the most
attention. We started walking further and we were now going to feed the
adults; there was a very big sheep – he was the dad. After we finished, we saw a baby lamb had escaped but Dotty said it
would go back to its mum because she wouldn’t let the lamb stay out for long anyway.
Next we got to feed the pigs: they were very big. After we had done that, groups of 6 were allowed to go in and pet and brush
the small pigs. After we did that we went to feed the goats when suddenly a chicken started walking down the path, so my
friend picked it up and took it back to the chicken pen.
After that we went
inside and she got
out a tortoise and
said that there is a
difference between
terrapins and
turtles to the
tortoise. We got to
pet her then Dotty
took out a corn
snake. We got to stroke it and took pictures with it on our neck then my favourite came out: the spotted leopard gecko and
then there was a room we got to go in which had terrapins and bearded dragons then Dotty put some pillows on some of us
and then put bunnies and Guinea pigs on our laps. It was so cute!
After that we finished and went back to school just in time for home.
By Jamie Gould

ANIMAL FUN AFTERNOON
On the 28th of June, our key group hosted an animal fun afternoon at GEMS, to raise money for the cat
and dog shelter and sponsor a snow leopard from the animal charity WWF.
We hosted the animal fun afternoon in the hall. We had soda hoops, cakes, drinks, keyrings, bracelets and slime. We presented our idea
to the Key panel and they gave us money to proceed with our project. We bought cakes from ASDA and the rest online. We made the
bracelets and keyring from beads we bought.
We let all the years at GEMS come to fair and spend their money on our products. Our stalls were run by our key group. Our stalls had
lots of customers. The cakes, sodas hoops and slime were the most popular out of our stalls. The reasons why they were so popular is
that people enjoyed playing the soda hoop game and like slime; despite not being allowed to play with it in school they still enjoyed it.
Our key group raised £221.50 for the charities we were supporting and we will be doing a stall for the summer fair which will be selling
cat and dog pens and cat and dog headbands.
At the animal fun afternoon we sold lots of our products and made lots of money.
By Maisie, Rebecca, Matthew, Callum, Edward, Lucy and Daniel

On Monday the 17th and 24th June, the Super Cool Optimistic Jumping Noodle Squad (Dylan,
Aadil, Ben, Daniel, Jake, Luke and Josh) went to the Age UK Felling community centre and
treated the elderly with lots of entertainment to support them and give them a memorable
day.
In the morning, the boys went on a shopping spree in ASDA and M&S and went and bought
many fantastic treats which were definitely enjoyed by the elderly. After that, they took the
Metro to the Age UK centre in Felling.
When they arrived at the centre, they were greeted by the elderly with
joy and compliments. They did a raffle which involved lots of yummy
prizes which were greatly appreciated. Next, they joined the elderly for
lunch and chatted with them. Jake Oldham and Daniel Porrelli struggled
to understand the elderly once again…
After lunch, their entertainer arrived, Allen, and started to make balloon
animals and hats like: swans, dogs, ladybirds, crowns, swords and even a
balloon gun for the 7 boys. After that, he sang songs and the elderly
danced to all of them. Allen even got a 94-year-old woman up from the
crowd to sing a
song with him.
The boys were all invited up to help Alan with a song. They put masks
on which were represented different members of the royal family.
They had to stamp their feet to the beat of the song and occasionally
clapped their hands. They had a lot of fun taking part in this, all except
Daniel and Dylan. Overall it was a very good first day entertaining the
elderly.
The next day we had another raffle. Afterwards Christine sang songs for
us with her accompanist. She sang a lot of songs that the elderly people asked for in the earlier months when the boys were
planning the event. The highlight was the bingo which was called out by Dylan and Luke. None of the boys will forget Dylan’s
‘10 and 0, TEN!’ which was very funny.
None of this would have been possible without the help of The Key who supplied us with the £250 to put on these special
events.
By the Super Cool Optimistic Jumping Noodle Squad

Zoolab
Our Key group arranged for Zoolab` to come to school
for an animal workshop. We wanted Zoolab because
we wanted to see exotic animals Jamie called Zoolab
from the school to say what kind of animals we
wanted. He asked for lizards, snakes and not spiders,
but the spider was their main animal so they had to bring it anyway. What happened
in the workshop was we saw animals and a lizard and a spider. My favourites were the turtle and the rat.
By Luka Gajic

GEMS’ Open Afternoon
On the 6th June 2019 there was an open afternoon. Students’ books and artwork were on display. The artwork was near the
hall and the students’ books were in their form classes. Parents were invited to come and see their children’s and others
work. Children’s parents had a choice to come if they could manage it.
Also if the parents wanted to then they could take their child/children home
By Emily and Arshia

The year 8s circulation models

Science projects from highest years

Mixture of Artwork through the years

The British Empire symbols

Activities and Achievements done
throughout the school

Transition Day

Transition day was planned for the 3rd and 4th of July during school time the Year 8s went to Gosforth Academy to see what it will
be like for them next year the Year 5s went into Year 6 and they will also have the big responsibility of showing their Year 4
buddies around at break time on the 3rd. We hope that they Had an awesome time here at GEMS and that they are looking
forward to joining next year! We were really excited and couldn’t wait till the 3rd and the 4th of July.
By Mabel Coles 5ER
Before
Everyone is so excited! The Year 5s will be choosing their Year 4 buddies and will be meeting them at break time and lunch to talk
about what GEMS is like and the Year 5s will reassure them that GEMS is nothing to worry about.
Our brilliant Year 5 teachers have organised a wide range of activities to entertain the future Years 5s and give them a hint as to
what GEMS is like! We hope they will have a thrilling time here at GEMS. The Year 6s will be going to their Year 7 classrooms and
will also have plenty of activities planned for them. The Year 7s will finally be the oldest in the school and will be staying in the year
8 classrooms to see GEMS from a higher point of view! The Year 8s are heading to the Gosforth Academy to get a taste of what
high school is like! We hope they will have an amazing time at such a cool high school! (Nowhere near as good as GEMS though!)
None of us here at GEMS can wait for transition day and we hope everyone will have a great transition day!
After
Transition days were today and yesterday. These days have been great fun
and have helped us get to know each other a lot better and get used to our
new classes . The Year 4s were extremely excited about coming to GEMS and
meeting their buddies. The Year 4s had a very exciting 2 days here at GEMS
and loved seeing what this fantastic school has to offer.
By Sophie and Mabel 5ER
Academy Life
Unfortunately, the Year 8s will be going off to the high school in September but before this they had quite a few events involving
the Gosforth Academy: on the 3rd and 4th July there were 2 intake days where everyone could get to know their tutor group after
finding out in school. The activities included sports (active play), a tour of the school, a science fair and also fear walls. All of these
things had been arranged for the pupils to get to know their tutor and to feel more comfortable about the new experience.
After having an assembly talk with Miss Milburn on the 20th June, we now know more details about academy life. As many people
would agree, the students have been looking forward to buying all their new uniform at the academy for a long time. This event
happened over two days on the 10th and 11th July.
With the Year 8s all prepared and set for Gosforth academy, it will be time to leave on Friday 19 th July at 3:20pm! It’s not just a big
day for Year 8 but also for the rest of the pupils – and teachers!
Leila Sheikh 8HC

Last Week of School
As this academic year comes to an end, GEMS have been celebrating all achievements. On the last day, all the years had separate
achievement assemblies for the parents to come in to watch their child get a certificate acknowledging what they have done this
year. During the 4th lesson, the Year 8s were treated to barbeque where they got burgers and drinks.
By Katie Proud 8HC
Farewell
It has been an incredible year and it is time for the Year 8s to move on. The high school is a big change
and no doubt a scary one but it is also a very important one. From first arrivals, to SATS and now to
departure, GEMS has been great. Thank you to all the teachers, who have taught and looked after us
throughout out time at GEMS. Good luck to all the Year 8s and best wishes for the future!
By Charlotte Waters 8HC

Sports News
500 Games
As always, the year 5 and 6 pupils at Gems took part in the 500 Games, encouraging people to take
part in any physical activity from cricket to netball.
After a day filled of sports the results were in on how all the local schools did: the boys came first
place in their football tournament with the girls also doing brilliant by coming 3 rd.
Leila Sheikh 8HC

Teacher’s vs Students!
Last year there was a teacher vs student netball match on the last week of school and this is going to be
continued onto Thursday 17th July at lunchtime for all to pupils to watch! The year 7 and 8 netball team will be
head to head with some of their own teachers. With last year’s results being a loss for the professional
netballers, they are hoping it will be the other way around this year. For more information, pictures and results
there will be details on the GEMS twitter account after the match has been held. Good luck! Leila Sheikh 8HC
Key stage gymnastics competition!
On 23rd May 2019 a group of GEMS students went to a
gymnastics competition at Benfield Primary school.
Out of 17 schools they came ……. 2nd! Wow they did
great! Mrs ’O’Sullivan must be really proud!

